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over 21 years old and 12 cases (66.7% ) of F.
B. in air passage were found in patient un-
der 5 years old.

3) Female seems to be more frequently
involved than male in cases of F.B. of food
passage and in cases of air passage, male is
more frequent.

Food passage male : female - — - 25:31
Air passage male : female - -~ 10:8

4) Meats was the most frequent foreign bo-
dy in food passage (19 cases—33.9%), and
the bony pieces was next (17 cases —30.4 %).
Plastic material was the most frequent for-
eign body in air passage (9 cases—49.9%),
and the vegetable seed was the second {4ca-
ses—22.0%).

5) In the location of F.B. in food passage,
the first narrowing of the esophagus wasthe
most frequent site and in air passage, the
bronchus — especially right bronchus—was the
most frequent site.

6) In the duration of lodgement, 44 cases(78.
6%) of F.B. in food passage were visited
with —in 24 hours, and 11 cases {61 % ) of F.
B. in air passage were visited with—in 24
. hours.

7) Simple chest PA was checked in all pa-
tient and then, esophagogram was checked
in 34 cases of F.B. in food passage, among
them positive finding was noticed in 23 ca-
ses.

8) Removal of F.B. in food passage by eso-
phagoscopy was performed in 54 cases (96.4

%), but in the cases of air passage, remo-
val of F.B. by bronchoscopy was performed
in 14 cases (77.8 %).

9) Complications of food passage by the F.
B. itself or esophagoscopy were esophageal
mucosal laceration (1 cases—1.8%) and eso-
phageal perforation (1 case—1.8%) and com-
plication of air passage by F.B. itself or
bronchoscopy were atelectasis (2 cases—11.1

%) and pneumonia (3 cases~16.7 % ).
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A Statistical Study of Foreign Bodies
in Food and Air Passages

Jae Wook Eom, M.D,, Byung Yong Yoon, M.D.

Department of Otolaryngology,
Inje Medicine College Busan, Korea

We have analysed the 76 cases of the for-
eign bodies of our ENT department during
the period from Jun. 1973 to Feb, 1983,

The following results were obtained and
were reported.

1) Distribution of these whole 105 cases, 63
cases (64.8 %) were lodged in esophagus, 13
cases (12.4 %) were in the nasal cavities, 9
cases (8.5 %) were in the oral cavity and th-
roat, 8 cases (7.6 %) were in the air passa-
ges, and 7 cases (6.7 %) were in the extern-
al auditory canal.

2) The sorts of the esophageal foreign bo-
dies, the coins were the most cases{53 cases
~77.9%) and other sites were shown of va-
riable kinds.

3) Age distribution of the esophageal for-
eign bodies were mostly in under 5 years
of age (49 cases—72% ) and in cases of the
air passages, all the 8 cases were in under
10.

4) In the localities of the esophageal forei-
gn bodies, first narrowing was the most fre-
quent site (61 cases —89.7 %), and of air pass-
ages, 6 cases were in the left main bronchus,
more that of Rt. main bronchus.

5) During the lodgement of esophageal for-
eign bodies, 58 cases (85.3%) were visited
to our ENT department within 24 hours.
In the cases of air passages, most were vi-
aited in 3 to 7 days (6 cases—75%).



