
INTRODUCTION

The genus Condica Walker, 1856 consists of about 92 medium- 
sized noctuid moths in the subfamily Condicinae Poole (Savela,  
2014). The unique characteristic of the genus is the uncus 
of male genitalia that shows a pair of small but well-defined 
lateral lobes at the base separated by a depression (Holloway, 
1989). Additionally, no trifine hair pencils, the eighth sternite 
with long lateral rods, the strap-like valva with simple central 
harpe, and the large reniform stigma of forewing are diagnos-
ing characters (Holloway, 1989). This paper reports the occur-
rence of Condica dolorosa for the first time in Korea. 

A larva was collected in field and reared at one of authors’ 

(UHH) house. The newly hatched moth was preserved in a 
freezer and mounted for examination. For slide preparation of 
female genitalia, each specimen was prepared by boiling the 
abdomen in 10% KOH for approximately 20 min. The scales 
and tissues were removed, stained with Chlorazol black, and 
mounted on slides in a Euparal solution. For wingspan mea-
surements, the distance from the tip of the left forewing to the 
tip of the right forewing was used. 

The terminology of the adult, including the female genita-
lia, refers to Holloway (1989). The specimen is now deposited 
in the Collection of National Institute of Biological Resources 

(NIBR), Incheon. The following abbreviations are used: TS, 
type species; TL, type locality; JN, Jeollanam-do. 

SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNTS

Order Lepidoptera Linnaeus, 1758
Family Noctuidae Latreille, 1809
Subfamily Condicinae Poole, 1995
Genus Condica Walker, 1856

Type species: Condica palpalis Walker, 1856 (a junior syn-
onym of Condica cupentia Cramer, [1779]

=Gaphara Walker (TS. Gaphara sobria Walker)
=Platysenta Grote (TS. Platysenta atriciliata Grote)
=Myrtale Druce (TS. Myrtale imitata Durce)
=Bicondica Berio (TS. Perigea selenosa Guenée)
=Monocondica Berio (TS. Condica saalmuelleri Berio)

1*Condica dolorosa (Walker, 1865)
Mamestra dolorosa Walker, 1865: 667. TL: Ceylon.
Hadena taprobanae Felder and Rogenhofer, 1874: 110. TL: 

Ceylon.
Perigea atronitens Draudt, 1950: 94. TL: Hoeng-shan.

Anim. Syst. Evol. Divers.  Vol. 37, No. 1: 78-80,  January 2021
https://doi.org/10.5635/ASED.2021.37.1.099

 This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc/3.0/) which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, 
and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

eISSN 2234-8190

*To whom correspondence should be addressed
Tel: 82-61-450-2783, Fax: 82-61-450-2789
E-mail: choisw@mokpo.ac.kr

Copyright  The Korean Society of Systematic Zoology

Condica dolorosa (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae), New to Korea

Sei-Woong Choi1,*, Un-Hong Heo2

1Department of Environmental Education, Mokpo National University, Muan 58554, Korea 
2Independent Researcher, Seoul 05281, Korea

ABSTRACT

A noctuid moth, Condica dolorosa (Walker, 1865) was newly recorded from Korea. Condica dolorosa can be 
distinguished by the blackish forewing that shows irregular yellowish dots on the ante- and postmedian and a large 
pale yellowish dot at dorsum, and yellowish white discal dot with renal marking, and the basally whitish hindwing. 
Externally, Condica dolorosa is similar to C. cyclicoides but can be distinguished by the dark ochreous dots on dorsum 
of the forewing. The female genitalia of C. dolorosa are similar to those of C. cyclicoides but can be distinguished by 
the large bowl-shaped ostium bursae with a midventral invagination and the long ductus bursae. To date, five species of 
the genus Condica have been recorded in Korea.
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Material examined. 1 female, Korea: JN: Gurye, Temple 
Hwaeum, 29 Aug 2018 larvae, 20 Sep 2018 eclosion, Heo 
UH. NIBR specimen No. VLYVIN0000009697.
Diagnosis. Wingspan 30 mm (Fig. 1). Antennae filiform; 
frons top blackish bar-shaped, centrally and bottom covered  
with yellowish white scales; labial palpi blackish with yellow-
ish white scales, long, about twice the eye diameter, strongly 
upturned, projected beyond the frons. Body and legs mixed  
with dark brown and yellowish white hairs. Forewing blackish 
in ground color; basal line weak, whitish, medially strongly  
curved, with pale yellowish dot on dorsum; ante- and post-
median with irregular yellowish dots, dorsum with a large 
pale yellowish dot; discal dot yellowish white renal marking;  
termen blackish with yellow and white dots and margin lined 
with yellowish white. Hindwing basally whitish, distally 
blackish. Abdomen pale blackish. Female genitalia (Fig. 2). 
Papilla anales simple, not projected; anterior apophyses almost  
the same length as the posterior apophyses; ostium bursae 
bowl-shaped, midventrally strongly invaginated; ductus bursae  
long, weakly coiled, scobinate; corpus bursae long pouch-
shaped, corrugate, anteriorly strongly bent and round, poster-
iorly with a thick ductus seminalis; signum absent.
Distribution. Korea, Japan, Indo-Australian tropics (Borneo, 
Hawaii, Hong Kong, India, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Queensland).
Remarks. Up to now, five species of Condica are recorded in 
Korea: C. illecta (Walker, 1865), C. fuliginosa (Leech, 1900), 
C. illustrata (Staudinger, 1888), C. cyclicoides (Draudt, 1950), 
and C. dolorosa. Condica dolorosa is externally similar to C. 
cyclicoides, but can be distinguished by the dark ochreous dots 
on dorsum of the forewing and the basally whitish hindwing.  
The female genitalia of C. dolorosa are similar to those of C. 
cyclicoides, but can be distinguished by the large bowl-shaped 
ostium bursae with a midventral invagination and the long  
ductus bursae. Larva light green with large dark purple diamond 
dots along middorsum and spiracular dots (Fig. 3). Condica  

dolorosa feeds on Carpesium abrotanoides L. (Asteraceae). 
In Borneo, C. dolorosa feeds on Conyza and Elephantopus 

(Compositae) (Holloway, 1989).

Fig. 1. Adult of Condica dolorosa in Korea. Scale bar=10 mm.

Fig. 2. Female genitalia of Condica dolorosa in Korea. Scale 
bar=1 mm.

Fig. 3. Larva of Condica dolorosa in Korea.
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