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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the development of language 

education of Christian early childhood education by exploring the 

change of pre-Christian preschool teachers through the development of 

biblical language education activities. Interviews, surveys, action plans, 

and reflections of 19 Christian education students who participated in 

the development of bible-based language education activities for chil-

dren based on the language of early childhood language, were con-

ducted from September 3 to December 28, 2018. The data were col-

lected through a portfolio. By analyzing the collected data, the key cate-

gories were derived and categorized. For the objectification of data 

analysis and interpretation, two thematic and early childhood education 

specialists were identified.

As a result, the preparatory Christian teacher experience for the devel-

opment of bible-based langage education activities for young children 

was categorized into cognitive change, personality change and practical 

change.

First, through the development of bible-based early childhood language 

education activities, Christian pre-service early childhood teachers have 

brought cognitive changes as ‘processes not outcomes’, ‘integration not 

separation’, ‘living non-curriculum’ and ‘meaning not effect’. In develop-
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ing bible-based language education activities for young children, 

Christian pre-service early childhood teachers experienced a cognitive 

change in the ‘process of language education activities’ rather than the 

developmental achievements and results of early childhood language 

education. Christian pre-service early childhood teachers recognized the 

necessity of ‘integration of listening-speaking-reading-writing’, not the 

separation of early childhood language education. They recognized the 

importance of ‘informal language education in kindergarten life’, as well 

as teacher-centered formal language education. In addition, they have 

made a cognitive change that ‘child-centered meaningful language edu-

cation experience’ is more important than the effectiveness of early 

childhood language education.

Second, in developing bible-based language education activities for 

young children, Christian pre-service early childhood teachers showed 

personality changes as ‘confident teachers’, ‘professional teachers’, and 

‘teachers with reflective thoughts and attitudes’.

Finally, in developing bible-based language education activities for 

young children, Christian pre-service early childhood teachers recognized 

the power of positive language and practiced it to form habits of using 

the right language and to link Christian education with early childhood 

education. Through the development of bible-based language education 

activities for young children, Christian pre-service early childhood teach-

ers are equipped with the heart attitude and enthusiasm required to be-

come true early childhood teachers for young children in unpredictable 

educational conditions and rapidly changing educational realities. Teacher 

efficacy has improved. In the future, it is expected that various teacher 

education programs linking Christian education and early childhood edu-

cation will be continuously and systematically implemented.

《 Keywords 》

Christian pre-service early childhood teachers, Bible-based early 

childhood language education activities, Early childhood language 
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education 

I. Introduction

Childhood is an important time in shaping the decisive 

elements of future life, and thus an important time for 

Christian education for young children. Early childhood 

Christian education plays a very important role in helping 

young children to solidify spiritual truths from solid faith. 

Christian early childhood education should help young chil-

dren grow up to be perfect human beings by listening to, 

learning, and experiencing the word of God based on the 

bible, which guides their life during the early years of life. 

A variety of bible-based curriculum-based programs are 

being developed. Bible-based language education(Kim, 2017), 

Bible-based mathematics education(Kim, 2015), Bible-based 

social education(Hwang, 2017), Bible-based character and 

moral education(Kim, 2017; Jeong, 2016; Jang, 2015), pro-

grams and activities related to language, mathematics, social 

studies, character and moral education are being developed 

for young children.

There is a lack of research on Christian teacher educa-

tion for young children. According to the research on 

Christian early childhood education research(Jeong & Kim, 

2013), the thinker study (24.4%), parent education (21.8%), 

teacher education (15.4%), facilities and environment (11.5%), 

teaching and learning methods(8.3%) and teaching aids 

(7.1%) require research on teacher education. 

The Christian teacher education research(Kim, 2005; Oh, 
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2008) presented the necessity and direction of Christian 

teacher education, and gradually, the Christian teacher edu-

cation became concrete. Recently, studies on Christian early 

childhood teachers have been conducted spiritual education 

for Christian preschool teachers(Choi, 2018), Christian world 

view of Christian preschool teachers(Yang, 2014), com-

parative studies of Christian early childhood teachers and 

early childhood teachers(Lee, 2014; Park, 2017) are being 

conducted, but studies on Christian pre-primary teachers are 

insufficient(Kim, 2018; Kim & Kim, 2017; Song, 2013; Yu, 

2018). 

This study analyzed the curriculum of ‘Language Education 

for young children’ of A University, which fosters Christian 

early childhood teachers. Language education for young 

children is a prerequisite for the qualification of kinder-

garten teachers and child-care teachers. University A en-

courages students to complete pre-education and child-care 

training. 

In the second semester of 2018, students in early childhood 

language education consisted of three classes: Early Childhood 

Education 1class(16students), Early Childhood Education 

2class(11 students), and Christian Education 3class(19students). 

19 students in Christian education majored in early child-

hood education. In consideration of the characteristics of 

early childhood education and Christian education, this re-

searcher presented ‘Development of early childhood lan-

guage education activities based on picture books’. The 

Christian education department gave the task of developing 

bible-based language education for children. Teacher educa-

tion considering the characteristics and background of 
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learners can encourage learners’ interest and participation.

Through ‘bible-based early childhood language education 

activities’, the preliminary Christian teachers’ teaching effi-

cacy of Christian education was promoted. The Christian 

pre-service early childhood teacher selected bible stories ap-

propriate to the development of young children and their in-

terests in order to form the Christian world view of the young 

children, and planned - mock lessons of the language educa-

tion activities. In this process, the qualifications and abilities 

of Christian early childhood teachers can be developed.

The most effective way to teach the bible to young chil-

dren is to help the teacher unravel the core of the bible 

and tell the story easily and clearly. Bible stories give a 

broader picture of what children have not experienced and 

expand facts about Christian faith. children  understand and 

know God’s love and character by joyfully listening to and 

learning from bible stories. children experience a variety of 

lives and events through bible stories, which are important 

for understanding, empathy, and the development of the 

whole person(Kim, 2005). Through the experience of devel-

oping bible-based early childhood language education activ-

ities, which organize bible stories, plan lesson plans, prac-

tice and evaluate mock lessons appropriate for the develop-

ment and interests of young children, Christian pre-service 

early childhood teachers can practice Christian early child-

hood curriculum in church as well as in kindergarten.

In this study, ‘developing language-based early childhood 

language education activities’ refers to the development of 

language education activities that are appropriate for the de-

velopment and interests of young children, listening, speaking, 
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reading, and writing based on the Bible contents. This study 

was conducted with 19 students in Christian education and 

grades 3-4 who take early childhood language education at 

Gyeonggi-do A University. This study analyzed the experi-

ences of early childhood language education activities based 

on the bible. The researcher explored the necessity and im-

portance of the development of Christian early childhood 

language education activities and laid the groundwork for 

the teaching of Christian pre-service early childhood 

teachers.

The research questions of this study are as follows.

1. What is the cognitive change of Christian pre-service 

early childhood teachers through the development of bi-

ble-based language education activities for young children?

2. What is the personality change of Christian pre-service 

early childhood teachers through the development of bi-

ble-based language education activities for young children?

3. What is the practical change of Christian pre-service 

early childhood teachers through the development of bi-

ble-based language education activities for young children?

II. A Bible-Based Early Childhood Language 

  Education Development Course for 

  Christian Pre-service Early Childhood 

  Teachers

1. Research subject
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The subjects of this study were 19 students from the 3rd 

and 4th grades of Christian Education, College A, located in 

Gyeonggi-do, Korea. It consists of students who majored in 

early childhood education without any kindergarten educa-

tion and child-care experience.

2. Research procedure

Interviews, surveys, action plans, portfolios for Christian 

education and early grade language education for 19-year 

3-4 students from September 3 to December 28, 2018. The 

collection of data was carried out. In the second semester 

of 2018, language education for early childhood was divided 

into three classes: Early Childhood Education 1class(16stu-

dents), Early Childhood Education 2class(11 students), and 

Christian Education 3class(19students). Early childhood lan-

guage education developed language education activities ap-

propriate for the development and interests of young chil-

dren and conducted demonstration. The demonstration ac-

tivities of the developed language education activities were 

experienced and evaluated in the workshop. Through the 

evaluation of the developed language education activities, 

we identified the advantages and disadvantages and searched 

for more early childhood language education activities.

The department of early childhood education carried out 

the development of early childhood language education ac-

tivities based on picture books. The department of Christian 

education conducted the bible-based development of early 

childhood language education activities to construct a learn-

er-centered curriculum that takes into account the back-
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ground of the learners with the purpose of nurturing 

Christian preschool teachers.

<Table 1> Development of Bible Based Early Childhood Language     

           Education Activities

composition contents
time

(week)
reference

class goal

1. Recognize the importance and importance of developing bible-based early 
childhood language education activities.

2. Develop early childhood language teaching activities based on the Bible.
3. Interest in Christian early language education through the development of bi-

ble-based early childhood language education activities.

teaching and 
learning meth-
od

Importance orientation of bi-
ble-based early childhood language 
education development

1week

Theoretical consideration and 
composition for developing early 
childhood language education ac-
tivities

3weeks 4teams

Language education workshops 
for early childhood development: 
listening-speaking (Talking Games), 
reading-writing(Bingo Games, Book 
Art)

2weeks

Brain storming for the selection 
of bible content and development 
of early childhood language edu-
cation activities suitable for early 
childhood development and inter-
est-feedback from early childhood 
education and theological ex-
perts-linking biblical content to 
early childhood language education

2weeks

Selected bible verses by • 
Christian pre-service early 
childhood teachers

1team: Luke 15:4~15:7
2team: Luke 12:16~12:21
3team: Luke 5:18~5:20
4team: Matthew 13:3~13:18
Feedback from theologians: • 

Pastors, missionary, and more

Practical development of biblical 
early childhood language education 
activities: demonstration prep 
-aration and teaching feedback

2weeks

Activity plan (draft) • 
-Professor feedback-Activity 
plan (modification)-Professor 
feedback-Activity plan (final 
plan)

Language teaching material  • 
production

Demonstration shooting - • 
Demonstration presentation 
and workshop preparation

evaluation Bible-based early childhood lan- 4weeks Introduction to the demon• -
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Christian pre-service early childhood teachers who take 

early childhood language education are freely organized in 

groups of 4-5 students by grade level. In order to increase 

the active participation of Christian pre-service early child-

hood teachers, learners and developers of bible-based early 

childhood language education activities, and to raise respon-

sibility for the development of early childhood language ed-

ucation activities, appropriate bible verses were selected in 

consideration of children development and interest.

Christian pre-service early childhood teachers searched 

for verses composed of words and stories that the children 

could understand, and organized the stories so that the chil-

dren could understand the bible verses well. The bible-based 

story was verified by feedback from professors who are spe-

cialists in early childhood education, pastors, evangelists, 

and professors of theology. After drafting the bible-based 

early childhood language activity plan, I received a pro-

fessor’s feedback and revised and revised the final plan. 

A teaching material was produced for small groups based 

on the bible-based early childhood language education plan. 

Based on the biblical early childhood language education 

guage teaching activities demon-
stration and workshop
(Preparation-Performance-Evaluatio
n): Announcement 1-4 teams

stration of bible-based early 
childhood language teaching 
activities

Demonstration video pre• -
sentation

Writing a demonstration  • 
evaluation form

Writing a reflection report• 

Submit a portfolio of bible-based 
development of early childhood 
language education activities

1week

Submit a portfolio of • 
Bible-based early childhood 
language development activ-
ities

Total time(weeks) 15weeks
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activity plan, the students took shooting of the demon-

stration, presented the demonstration videos, experienced 

them through workshops, and evaluated the activities. 

A self-reflection report was prepared to record changes as 

a Christian pre-service early childhood teacher. In the final 

week of the early childhood language education class, a 

portfolio of bible-based children's language development ac-

tivities was presented. Through this, they recognized the ne-

cessity of developing bible-based language education activ-

ities for children and fostered the teaching ability of chil-

dren language education considering children's development 

and interest.

<Table 2> Bible Based Early Childhood Language Education Activities  

Group
Bible 

Verses
title summary & early childhood language education activities

1

Luke 

15:4~

15:7

Lost 

sheep: 

Happy 

Curly & 

Sad 

Curly

The sheep curls, along with their friends, graze in the 

mountains and fields. The shepherd tells the sheep to go 

to the other grass. However, the curly does not want to eat 

more grass and continues to eat grass. After eating full and 

looking around, she can't see herds and friends. For a 

while, Curly was looking for friends and shepherds but 

couldn't see it. Lost and wandered, the hairs of the thorn 

bushes become unable to move. As the sun goes down and 

grows darker, Curly regrets that he did not follow the 

shepherd. At that time, the shepherd finds the curls and 

comforts the regret. The shepherd finds her curly and goes 

with her to the house where her friends are waiting.
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Group
Bible 

Verses
title

summary & early childhood language education 
activities

2
Luke 
12:16

~12:21

Greed
y Castle

The greedy child ‘Yong-hyun’ did not play with a 
friend. Greed and played alone, Yong-hyun was trapped 
in a toy castle. Yong-hyun was trapped in a toy castle 
was scary. Suddenly, Yong-hyun regretted his greedy 
act, recalling his father's words, “Play with friends.” 
Then, Yong-Hyun woke up. Yong-hyun vowed not to be 
greedy in the future.

3
Luke
5:18~
5:20

Help 
friends

There were good friends in a town. There was a 
friend who couldn't move. One day, a rumor spread 
that a villager had a special ability to heal everything. 
The friends who heard the rumor thought he could 
heal a sick friend. The friends took a sick friend to 
meet the healer. There were so many people that they 
could not go before the one who fixed everything. 
Thoughtful friends climbed up the roof and made holes 
in the roof. The friends sent him a sick friend through 
the hole in the roof so they could meet someone who 
could fix everything. The one who could fix everything 
healed their sick friend. The friends were thankful for 
the healing of sick friend.

4

Matth
ew 
13:3~
13:18

Kong-
Kong's 
Travel 
Story

Seed Kong-Kong's dream is to become a beautiful 
flower. Kong-Kong travels along the roadside, the land 
of the stone, the land of the thorny field, and the good 
land. In the end, Kong-Kong arrived in good land, 
sprouted, and squeezed into a beautiful flower.



176  Journal of Christian Education in Korea

3. Data analysis

The collection of documents was conducted through a 

portfolio of 19 students in early childhood language educa-

tion who developed a bible-based language education activ-

ity and an individual reflection on the bible-based language 

education activities development process. The data collected 

through individual and group interviews were transcribed 

through feedback on the development of bible-based lan-

guage education teaching activities for young children. The 

evaluation of the bible-based early childhood language edu-

cation activities was collected through surveys.

This resulted in peer confirmation through one theology 

and one early childhood education and one expert. This 

study was treated under the alias for the private protection 

of the study subjects. Data were analyzed on the basis of 

faith competence based on the change of Christian 

pre-service early childhood teachers on the development of 

bible-based language education teaching activities. 

III. Changes in Christian Pre-service Early

   Childhood Teachers through 

   the Development of Bible-Based Early 

   Childhood Language Education Activities

This study categorized and analyzed categorized into 

knowledge change, personality change, and practical change 

of pre-service early childhood teachers based on personal 
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internal cognition, emotion, and behavioral factors.

1. Cognitive changes of Christian pre-service early

   childhood teachers on the development of

   bible-based language education activities for 

   children

Through the development of bible-based early childhood 

language education activities, Christian pre-service early 

childhood teachers have brought cognitive changes as 

‘processes not outcomes’, ‘integration not separation’, ‘life 

non-curriculum’ and ‘meaning not effect’.

Experience of Christian pre-service early childhood teachers in 
developing bible-based  early childhood language education 

activities

Cognitive change
Personality 

change
Practical change

result ⇒ process
Confident 
teacher

Recognize the 
power of 
positive 

languages

Separati
on

⇒
integratio

n

A 
professional 

teacher

Use the correct 
language

subject ⇒ life

Teacher with 
reflective 

thinking and 
attitude

Linking Christian 
education with 
early childhood 

education

effect ⇒ meaning

Enhancing teacher efficacy of Christian pre-service early childhood 
Teachers

[Figure 1] Experience of Christian Pre-service Early Childhood Teachers 

in Developing Bible-Based Early Childhood Language Education Activities
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1) Bible-based early childhood language education is 

   a process rather than an outcome

In the case of Christian education students taking early 

childhood language education, which is a minor in early 

childhood education, the burden on developing early child-

hood education activities is high. Considering the nature of 

the major in Christian education, the bible-based develop-

ment of language education activities for children can re-

duce the mental burden of Christian education and students. 

The development of early childhood language education ac-

tivities was done by grouping together to produce and share 

ideas. Early childhood language education activities can vary 

according to the teacher’s experiences and interests. 

Therefore, based on Christian education and students’ in-

terests, bible-based language education activity development 

lessons were conducted.

I realized that early childhood language education is ‘experience 

and play’ rather than ‘study and work’. Before taking early 

childhood language education classes, I thought that early 

childhood language education was only about learning 

“Hangul” through study papers. Through early childhood lan-

guage education workshops (games, book art, etc.), I learned 

consonants and vowels, understood words by combining con-

sonants and vowels, and made sentences by connecting 

words and words. I have learned how important it is for 

teachers to prepare their child's language education activ-

ities for fun and fun(D Christian Pre-service early childhood 

Teacher Interview  2018. 12. 7.).

In developing bible-based early childhood language educa-

tion activities, I learned that language teaching takes place 

in a variety of interesting ways of teaching and learning, 
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and that the process is more important than the results(I 

Christian Pre-service early childhood Teacher Interview. 

2018. 12. 14.).

Early childhood language education classes include ori-

entation on the importance of bible-based development of 

early childhood language education (1week), theoretical con-

siderations and organization for developing early childhood 

language education activities (3weeks), and language educa-

tion activity workshops suitable for early childhood develop-

ment (2weeks) to form basic knowledge for developing early 

childhood language education activities. Language play 

workshops (games, language games, book art, etc.) that take 

into consideration the development of children in kinder-

garten were held so that pre-service kindergarten teachers 

could have attention and interest in language education. In 

addition, various workshops recognized the importance of 

‘process’ over the results of early childhood language 

education. Children improve their language skills and proso-

cial behavior as they play with their peers and collaborate 

and solve problems(Park & Lee, 2015). In addition, inter-

actions that occur in language play with teachers have a 

positive effect on language development of young chil-

dren(Seong, 2012). Children play a variety of games, ex-

pressing their feelings, responding to the actions of others, 

interacting together, and developing communication(Dennis 

& Stockall, 2015). Christian preschool teachers who partici-

pated in the development of bible-based early childhood 

language education activities have changed the perception 

that early childhood language education is a child-centered 

education with process-based play ability, which is not a 
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result-oriented but a variety of teaching and learning 

methods.

2) Bible-based early childhood language education is not 

   “separation” but “integration”

After a theoretical review of early childhood language ed-

ucation and workshops, groupings of Bible verse selection, 

brainstorming, early childhood education and theological ex-

perts’ feedback, and the link between biblical content and 

early childhood language education were developed to de-

velop biblical language education activities for children. The 

group 1 of Christian pre-service early childhood teachers 

chose Luke 15:4~15:7(Lost sheep: Happy Curly & Sad Curly), 

the group 2 selected Luke 12:16~12:21(Greedy Castle), the 

group 3 selected Luke 5:18~5:20(Help friends), and the 

group 4 selected Matthew 13:3~13:18(Kong-Kong’s Travel 

Story). After selecting a bible verse, they organized the story 

at the children's development level, and consulted with a 

theologian.

After consulting with bible stories, they developed a bi-

ble-based early childhood language education activity. After 

preparing a plan for early childhood language education, 

the final draft was completed by revising and supplementing 

with feedback from the professor in charge. In particular, 

early childhood language education activities were planned 

so that the listening-speaking-reading-writing area, which is 

the early childhood language education area, could be 

integrated. The film was taken based on the demonstration 

of bible-based early childhood language education activity 

plan. In the mock class, one of the team members was a 

teacher, and the rest of the team became children, and the 
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class was taught like a kindergarten language education ac-

tivity in kindergarten. The actual demonstration class was 

filmed. The demonstration video clips of the early childhood 

language education were uploaded to the online cafe for 

early childhood language education and shared with other 

groups.

The demonstration class presentation consisted of ‘demons-

tration class video introduction - demonstration class video 

presentation - demonstration class workshop - evaluation - 

reflection report’. After the presentation of all the lessons, all 

students were presented with a portfolio of early childhood 

language education lessons to cultivate pre-service early 

childhood teacher's reflective thinking and attitudes. Through 

this process, the Christian pre-service early childhood teacher 

understood that early childhood language education is in-

tegrated, unlike language education of primary and secondary 

education.

‘Language education’ was thought to be that the teacher on-

ly teaches listening, speaking, reading and writing, and al-

lows the children to listen, speak, read and write well. In 

planning, implementing, and conducting demonstration les-

sons in bible-based early childhood language education, I 

realized that all areas of listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing were integrated(C Christian Pre-service early child-

hood Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 14.). 

The bible-based development of early childhood language 

education activities expanded the understanding of early 

childhood language education in kindergarten. Integral lan-

guage education was found in consideration of children’s 

development, age difference, individual difference, and lan-
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guage environment(M Christian Pre-service early childhood 

Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 28.). 

Through language education, I thought that children were 

simply good at speaking, writing and communicating. I 

learned that language can help me better understand and 

acquire other subjects(E Christian Pre-service early child-

hood Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 7.). 

The integrated approach means that the curriculum is or-

ganized and implemented so that each subject area is naturally 

linked with picture books or living topics in kindergarten. You 

can plan integrated classes such as language, math, science, 

society, art, and rhythm, centering on the content of picture 

books and stories. If the curriculum is organized around sto-

ries that are familiar to young children, they will experience 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing naturally and joy-

fully(Yoon, 2009). The development of biblical language 

teaching activities for children was based on the biblical 

story, listening, speaking, reading and writing. In addition, it 

was composed of integrated approach such as game, art, 

science and stacking game using various teaching and learn-

ing methods. Christian pre-service early childhood teachers 

have changed their perception that language education is 

not divided into the areas of listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing, but is linked to each other and activities are 

integrated.

3) Bible-based early childhood language education is not 

   “subject” but “life”

From the moment we are born, there are many ways to 

live in relationships with others and to build relationships 
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with others. Among them, ‘language’ is the most effective 

means of forming relationships with others. Communicate 

meaning with each other through language(Seo, Um, Park & 

Lee, 2018). Therefore, language education is not limited to 

the curriculum but can be naturally learned while forming 

relationships with others. In addition to formal language ed-

ucation in educational institutions, non-formal language ed-

ucation in life is important in childhood.

I came to realize that bible-based early childhood language 

education was not just about teaching something, but also in 

many aspects of life. In addition, the lessons included learn-

ing knowledge, behavior, attitude, and mind about early 

childhood language education as a teacher. I pondered what 

meaningful lessons could be done with the children, and or-

ganized a meaningful early childhood language education 

class. Through this, I was able to know 'language education 

based on Christian values’(G Christian Pre-service early 

childhood Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 14.). 

Through the bible-based language education for young chil-

dren, I was impressed that the language education of young 

children is carried out in real life. In kindergarten, I realized 

that the frequent expression of children's behaviors, feelings, 

and feelings verbally is important in early childhood lan-

guage education(N Christian Pre-service early childhood 

Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 21.). 

Christian pre-service early childhood teachers recognized 

the importance of formal language education in large and 

small groups as well as informal language education in ev-

eryday life in the development of bible-based early child-

hood language education activities.
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4) Bible-based early childhood language education means

   ‘meaning’ rather than ‘effect’

The various language education activities being developed 

are verifying the effectiveness of language education activ-

ities by evaluating the language development and ability of 

young children such as expression language, acceptance lan-

guage, syntax comprehension and language expression ability. 

In early childhood language education in kindergarten, it is 

more important to focus on early childhood, process, and 

meaning than that of teacher, result, and effect. Christian 

pre-service early childhood teachers consider the direction 

of language education, early childhood, and active inter-

action in developing meaning-based language education ac-

tivities for children.

When developing biblical language education for children, I 

felt that the direction of language education was more im-

portant than the effect of language education. Even if you 

prepare a creative and interesting class, it is difficult to find 

the meaning of the class if the identity is unclear whether it 

is language education or art education. When you prepare 

and run a class, you can find meaning if you have a clear 

direction(L Christian Pre-service early childhood Teacher 

Interview. 2018. 12. 7.).

In developing biblical language teaching activities for chil-

dren, they found that language development of children de-

veloped in a balanced manner when meaningful interactions 

were made by children's active participation rather than in-

fusional education(K Christian Pre-service early childhood 

Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 28.). 
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Christian pre-service early childhood teachers have devel-

oped a cognitive change that requires meaningful education 

through child-centered, active interaction in developing bib-

lical language teaching activities for children. They also re-

alized that language teaching activities changed according to 

the teacher’s preparation and support.

2. Personality changes of Christian pre-service early 

   childhood teachers on the development of 

   bible-based language education activities for

   children

Through the development of biblical language teaching ac-

tivities for young children, Christian pre-service early child-

hood teachers showed personality changes as ‘confident 

teachers’, ‘professional teachers’ and ‘teachers with reflective 

thoughts and attitudes’.

1) Confident teacher

Confidence is the most fundamental competency of the 

6C(Collaboration, Communication, Content, Critical Thinking, 

Creative Innovation, Confidence), the future talents in the 

Fourth Revolution. Confidence in sustaining patience to solve 

problems in a fast-changing age leads to problems. 

Confidence is formed when you experience trial and error, 

take calculated risks, and have the courage to fail(Roberta, 

& Kathy, 2016). When we are faced with problem situations 

by investigating and analyzing Christian early childhood lan-

guage education materials to develop bible-based early 

childhood language education activities, the confidence of 
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being able to solve is an important quality as a teacher.

Developing biblical early childhood language education ac-

tivities gave me confidence in the composition of early 

childhood curriculum with Christian values at the kinder-

garten, church, family, etc. I may be able to make good use 

of the linkage between Christian education and early child-

hood education. I applied it to the 'bible teaching method'. 

I was happy to be encouraged by the church teacher and 

the professor of Christian education. In the future, I will 

have attitudes that will be reflected in church lessons(N 

Christian Pre-service early childhood Teacher Interview. 

2018. 12. 7.). 

It was hard to come up with obligations to pick up bible 

verses and make bible stories for children to understand. 

However, I enjoyed the process of sharing my concerns, 

meetings, receiving feedback from pastors and professors, 

and gaining confidence that I could find answers as much 

as I worried when I completed the story of Christian val-

ues(C Christian Pre-service early childhood Teacher Interview. 

2018. 12. 14.). 

In the course of developing and simulating bible-based ear-

ly childhood language education activities, I gained con-

fidence that the preliminary early childhood teacher’s ability 

to develop language education activities was provided through 

feedback and support from early childhood educators and 

theological majors. This confidence helps teachers to perform 

other educational activities smoothly.

2) Professional teacher

The early childhood teacher's expertise is related to the 
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teacher’s work itself and includes the professional knowl-

edge, teaching skills, work ethic and educational calling for 

his or her job(Lee, Bae & Cho, 2003). In order to demon-

strate professionalism as an early childhood teacher, the 

personal qualities of the early childhood teacher are 

important. Teaching children is a series of uncertain events, 

and in any situation, teachers are able to modify their plans 

for their interests and learning and allow them to immerse 

themselves in learning(Park, 2016). Therefore, early child-

hood teachers need expertise to organize and operate new 

educational activities according to the situation.

Bible stories have made me realize the importance of en-

abling early childhood education based on Christian values. I 

also thought about how I could use and apply it in the 

church as well as in kindergarten. I seem to have taken a 

step forward as a teacher with expertise in Christian educa-

tion and early childhood education(H Christian Pre-service 

early childhood Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 7.).

Based on the development of bible-based language educa-

tion activities for children, the application was developed 

through the demonstration of the class applied to Christian 

education and class(J Christian Pre-service early childhood 

Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 14.).

Christian pre-service early childhood teachers developed a 

bible-based early childhood language education activity that 

increased the ability to link Christian education with early 

childhood education. In addition, the composition and flexi-

bility of other Christian early childhood curricula have been 

demonstrated.
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3) Teacher with reflective thinking and attitude

Reflective thinking is an important ability that intelligently 

refines a human's simple experience and instills human 

intelligence. The ultimate goal is to bring about a desirable 

change in behavior that is inherent in human experiences 

through a continuous process of thinking(Lim, Kim & Song, 

2017).

When observing children in kindergarten or in church, they 

did not just see, but the attitude and attitude of the teacher. 

I developed a lesson plan with reflective thinking 'if I was a 

kindergarten teacher?'(O Christian Pre-service early child-

hood Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 7.).

The reflective thinking and attitudes of early childhood 

teachers are not the same in content and quality. Early 

childhood teachers show qualitative differences in reflective 

thinking and attitudes, depending on their experiences of 

learning and thinking, reflective, and knowledge. Reflective 

thinking and attitude can be divided into technical level 

(mechanical level), professional level (practical level), and 

critical level (moral and ethical level). The technical level of 

reflective thinking is to focus on how much a given purpose 

is achieved based on the knowledge that one knows, and 

the professional level takes the educational effect beyond 

the level of the achieved goal. The final critical level repre-

sents an effort to include in teaching behavior based on 

self-reflective attitudes to overcome teacher prejudice or 

stereotypes(Lim, Kim & Song, 2017). Christian pre-service 

early childhood teachers developed bible-based early child-

hood language education activities that showed reflective 
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thinking and attitudes based on technical and professional 

educational efficiencies. This reflective experience of re-

flective thinking and attitude is important to be a com-

petent early childhood teacher.

3. Practical changes of Christian pre-service early 

   childhood teachers on the development of 

   bible-based language education activities for 

   children

Through the development of bible-based early childhood 

language education activities, Christian pre-service early 

childhood teachers have experienced practical changes in 

the recognition of the power of positive languages, the use 

of correct language, and the link between Christian educa-

tion and early childhood education.

1) Recognize the power of positive language

Positive language is a language that opens the mind and 

allows positive emotions and thoughts in desirable language. 

Positive language includes words of praise, words of joy, 

words of blessing, words of thanks, words of encouragement, 

words of love, words of kindness, words of laughter, affec-

tion, words of support(Choi, 2013; Lim, 2015). Positive lan-

guage is a word inherent in the meaning of “positive”, 

meaning that the listener and the user experience cognitive 

change by experiencing positive thoughts or emotions. 

Negative languages, on the other hand, are teasing, mocking 

and ignoring, swear words, intimidation, threatening tone of 

speech, and curses. Negative language impairs oneself and 
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the other person’s self-concept and interferes with good 

communication, impairing relationships with others(Jo, 2017). 

Therefore, positive language affects children’s self-esteem 

and psychological well-being, so teacher's use of positive 

language is very important.

The importance and alertness of the teacher’s use of lan-

guage has come to mind. Because of the power of language, 

I felt the importance of early childhood language education. 

In addition, effective early childhood language instruction is 

provided when teachers interact with positive languages, 

taking into account the individual language level of the 

child in advance(B Christian Pre-service early childhood 

Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 7.).

Usually ‘I can’t. I don’t want to. I want to stop it. I used a 

lot of negative words. In the early childhood language edu-

cation class, you realize that the power of positive language 

is great. OK. I can do it.’ By using a positive language, I 

could feel increased confidence and self-esteem.(H Christian 

Pre-service early childhood Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 

21.).

In developing the bible-based early childhood language 

education activities, teachers tried to recognize the negative 

language used and interact with the positive language. 

Christian pre-service early childhood teachers recognized 

and practiced the importance of positive language influence.

2) Use the right language

Using the right language is the easiest of the manners 

one should follow, while others are the most easily 



     Min-Jung Kim ┃ The Change of Christian Pre-Service Early  191

displaced.(Kim, 2009). Polite language is the most basic vir-

tue of man. People who use the right and polite language 

have the feeling of being stable and right. Correct language 

use is respect, consideration and use of language. Correct 

and fine language is not used in a short time. Through con-

versations frequently used in real life, they are naturally 

habituated and express the person’s personality and dignity 

through the use of the right language(Lee, 2013). Therefore, 

children should try to use the right language from the 

teacher to use the right language.

The development of bible-based early childhood language 

education activities has taught me to form correct language 

habits as a preschool teacher. If you have language habits 

and thoughts that you don’t normally use, you can uncon-

sciously get out of your mouth while living with them. I feel 

responsible for teaching infants an important language(H 

Christian Pre-service early childhood Teacher Interview. 

2018. 12. 7.). 

As a teacher I thought I should use good and fine words. 

However, it was difficult to practice in life. The develop-

ment of biblical language teaching activities for young chil-

dren recognized the importance of language education and 

used less than usual new words or abbreviations(J Christian 

Pre-service early childhood Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 21.).

In developing a bible-based early childhood language ed-

ucation activity, Christian pre-service early childhood teach-

ers made changes in their efforts to use good and fine lan-

guage and to make good language habits.
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3) Linking Christian education with early childhood

   education

Christian pre-service early childhood teachers should rec-

ognize that the Christian teacher’s calling is the same as 

that of evangelists and pastors. Christian pre-school teachers 

who are taught to receive Christ as their Savior should con-

tinue to be educated and instill a sense of purpose so that 

they can act as instruments of God(Kim, 2008). In develop-

ing biblical language teaching for early childhood, Christian 

preschool teachers understood the approach of linking 

Christian education with early childhood education and at-

tempted to implement language education for young chil-

dren in kindergarten and church.

By developing a bible-based early childhood language edu-

cation activity, I learned a balanced approach to language 

education. As it is not yet practiced, the “Church”, a meet-

ing place for children, is able to support balanced activities 

in the language domain to suit the needs and development 

of individual children(P Christian Pre-service early childhood 

Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 7.). 

When I studied theories in the development of bible-based 

early childhood language education activities, I saw the di-

versity of language education through the material of 'Daily 

Language Education through Prayer' and realized that early 

childhood language education was beneficial and interesting. 

In addition, through workshops and mock lessons in class, I 

was challenged to have both skill and spirituality as a 

teacher of Christian education(R Christian Pre-service early 

childhood Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 21.). 

In developing biblical language education for early child-
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hood, Christian pre-service early childhood teachers have 

demonstrated a practical change in their spirituality as well 

as the professionalism of Christian education and early child 

hood education, including the level of development, interest 

and balanced integrated language education of individual 

children.

IV. Conclusion 

There is a lack of teacher education for Christian early 

childhood education, and there is a difficulty in implement-

ing Christian early childhood education due to the lack of 

general knowledge about Christian early childhood educa-

tion(Ahn, 2012; Jeon, 2003). Therefore, a practical and spe-

cific teacher training curriculum reflecting the Christian 

world view should be developed for Christian pre-service 

early childhood teachers to have Christian kindergarten 

teacher awards and expertise(Kim, 2018). This study ana-

lyzed the experience of Christian pre-service early childhood 

teachers through the process of ‘bible-based early childhood 

language education activities’ in ‘Language education for 

young children’. Christian pre-service early childhood teach-

ers experienced cognitive change, personality change, and 

practical change, and their Christian values and vocations 

became clearer, and teachers’ efficacy as Christian early 

childhood teachers was formed. 

The results of this study are summarized as follows. First, 

through the development of bible-based early childhood lan-

guage education activities, Christian pre-service early child-



194  Journal of Christian Education in Korea

hood teachers have brought cognitive changes as ‘processes 

not outcomes’, ‘integration not separation’, ‘living non-cur-

riculum’ and ‘meaning not effect’. In developing bible-based 

language education activities for young children, Christian 

pre-service early childhood teachers experienced a cognitive 

change in the ‘process of language education activities’ rath-

er than the developmental achievements and results of early 

childhood language education. Christian pre-service early 

childhood teachers recognized the necessity of ‘integration 

of listening-speaking-reading-writing’, not the separation of 

early childhood language education. They recognized the im-

portance of ‘informal language education in kindergarten 

life’, as well as teacher-centered formal language education. 

In addition, they have made a cognitive change that ‘child 

-centered meaningful language education experience’ is more 

important than the effectiveness of early childhood language 

education. Second, in developing bible-based language educa-

tion activities for young children, Christian pre-service early 

childhood teachers showed personality changes as ‘confident 

teachers’, ‘professional teachers’, and ‘teachers with reflective 

thoughts and attitudes’. Finally, in developing bible-based lan-

guage education activities for young children, Christian 

pre-service early childhood teachers recognized the power 

of positive language and practiced it to form habits of using 

the right language and to link Christian education with early 

childhood education. Through the development of bi-

ble-based language education activities for young children, 

Christian pre-service early childhood teachers are equipped 

with the heart attitude and enthusiasm required to become 

true early childhood teachers for young children in un-
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predictable educational conditions and rapidly changing ed-

ucational realities. Teacher efficacy has improved.

In developing a bible-based early childhood language educa-

tion activity, I learned that the most important thing is the 

‘eacher’s mind’. While developing early childhood language 

education activities, I received feedback and asked, ‘Why 

should I consider this?’ The worries for children were re-

flected through the simulation lessons. The early childhood 

teacher felt that no one could do it. Became a Christian 

children teacher, committed to becoming a teacher for chil-

dren(R Christian Pre-service early childhood Teacher 

Interview. 2018. 12. 7.). 

In developing the bible-based language teaching for young 

children, I learned that ‘teacher’s passion’ is the most im-

portant quality(P Christian Pre-service early childhood 

Teacher Interview. 2018. 12. 14.).

General early childhood language education consists of educa-

tional contents and methods for children's listening, speaking, 

reading and writing development. As I developed a bible-based 

early childhood language education activity, I changed my 

attitude. In the past, lessons were organized for activity-fo-

cused, simple subject-oriented and teacher convenience. In de-

veloping biblical language education activities for young chil-

dren, I tried to construct a plan for language education activ-

ities that were meaningful to children and focused on children. 

I realized that teacher questions can have a big impact on 

young children. There seems to be a category of thoughts 

about how to reflect the values of Christianity and how they 

can be taught. As I pray, my attitude to develop and prepare 

early childhood language education activities has changed(G 

Christian Pre-service early childhood Teacher Interview. 
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2018. 12. 14.). 

Teacher efficacy refers to the degree of belief in teach-

ers’ ability to cope with complex and unforeseen educa-

tional situations(Lim, Kim & Song, 2017). Through the devel-

opment of bible-based early childhood language education 

activities, Christian pre-service early childhood teachers can 

develop the attitudes and qualities of enthusiasm required to 

be true kindergarten teachers for young children in un-

predictable educational conditions and rapidly changing edu-

cational realities. In this process, teacher efficacy of Christian 

pre-service early childhood teachers increased. In the future, 

it is expected that various teacher education programs link-

ing Christian education and early childhood education will 

be continuously and systematically implemented.
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한글 초록

성경에 기초한 유아 언어 교육 활동 개발을 통한 

기독 예비 유아 교사의 변화

김민정 안양대학교 조교수( / )

본 연구는 성경에 기초한 유아 언어 교육 활동 개발을 통한 기독 예비 유아

교사의 변화를 탐구하여 기독유아교육의 언어교육 개발 방향을 모색하는데 목

적이 있다 유아 언어 교육의 세부 주제인 성경에 기초한 유아 언어 교육 활. ‘

동 개발 에 참여한 기독교교육과 학생 명을 대상으로 년 월 일 ’ 19 2018 9 3 ~ 

월 일 동안 면담 설문조사 활동계획안 성찰이 담긴 포트폴리오 등을 통12 28 , , , 

해 자료를 수집하였다 수집된 자료를 분석하여 핵심 범주를 도출하고 이를 범. 

주화 하였다 자료 분석 및 해석의 객관화를 위해 신학 및 유아교육 전문가 . 2

인의 동료 확인을 거쳤다. 

연구 결과 성경에 기초한 유아 언어 교육 활동 개발에 대한 기독 예비 유, 

아교사 경험은 인지적 변화 인성적 변화 실천적 변화로 범주화하였다, , .

첫째 성경에 기초한 유아 언어 교육 활동을 개발하면서 기독 예비 유아교, 

사는 유아 언어교육의 발달적 성취와 결과보다는 언어교육활동의 과정 의 인지‘ ’

적 변화를 경험하였다 또한 유아 언어 교육 영역의 분리가 아닌 듣기 말하기. , ‘ -

읽기 쓰기의 통합 의 필요성을 인식하였다 기독 예비 유아교사는 교사중심의 - - ’ . 

형식적 언어교육과 더불어 유치원 생활 속의 비형식 언어교육 의 중요성을 인‘ ’

식하였고 유아 언어 교육의 효과성 검증보다는 유아 중심의 의미 있는 언어, ‘

교육 경험 이 중요하다는 인지적 변화가 이루어졌다’ . 

둘째 성경에 기초한 유아 언어 교육 활동을 개발하면서 기독 예비 유아 교, 

사는 자신감 있는 교사 전문성 있는 교사 반성적 사고와 태도를 가진 교‘ ’, ‘ ’, ‘

사 로서 인성적 변화를 나타났다’ .  

마지막으로 성경에 기초한 유아 언어 교육 활동을 개발하면서 기독 예비 유

아 교사는 긍정 언어의 힘 을 인식하였고 바른 언어 사용 습관 형성과 기독‘ ’ , ‘ ’ ‘

교 교육과 유아교육 연계 를 위해 노력하는 실천적 변화가 있었다’ .  

성경에 기초한 유아 언어교육 활동 개발을 통해 기독 예비 유아교사는 예측
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할 수 없는 교육 상황과 빠르게 변화하는 교육 현실 속에서 유아를 위한 진정

한 유아 교사가 되기 위한 마음 자세와 교사로서 요구되는 열정의 자질을 함

양하게 되어 교사 효능감이 증진되었다 향후 기독교교육과 유아교육이 연계. , 

된 다양한 교사 교육 프로그램이 지속적이고 체계적으로 이루어지길 기대한다. 

《 주제어 》 

기독 예비 유아 교사 성경에 기초한 유아 언어 교육 활동 유아 언어 교육, , 
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