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1. INTRODUCTION

The Homeshare Program aims to solve the housing problem 
of the elderly and the young. Elderly home owners can provide 
spare rooms to the young at low room rates and the young 
can contribute daily services to the elderly. In this way, the two 
cooperate in order to have better housing and better lives.

The trend toward the non-blood related communal life is 
due to the aging society1 and the steep rise in the number of 

1 The Korean Statistical Information Service reports the elderly 
population above the age of 65 was 13.8% in 2017 and is expected to rise 
to 18% in 2023 and 22.9% in 2028. The Korean Statistical Information 
Service: 2017. 5.

the single living elderly household.2 The family life of blood 
relations, mother, father, and children, eventually becomes living 
alone. Especially, single elderly living is increasingly composed 
of non–blood related household members, resulting in a change 
in the traditional family formation.   

The Homeshare can be the new housing style, due to the 
increase in single living among the older people. Further, 
a lifestyle shared by the elderly and the young is a new 
housing formation that creates intergenerational interaction 
and communal life as a new concept of community. Thus, 
the importance of homeshare should be recognized and 
acknowledged. Bringing together different generations and 
forming non-blood relations between the elderly and the young 
has been the project of “Intergenerational Empathy under One 
Roof ” in Seoul since 2012, and currently 16 Gu-districts provide 
this program, and the number is increasing3. Statistics show the 
importance of homeshare due to changes in society. Homeshare 
does not simply provide the elderly’s physical space but also 
provide life as well, so interaction between generations and 
communal life can be formed.

2 The Korean Statistical Information Service reports the single-living 
elderly household was 23.2% in 2012, and will rise to 24.5% in 2018 and 
42.1% in 2038 The Korean Statistical Information Service: 2017. 7.
3 Seoul City’s homeshare matching is increasing. It was 16 cases in 2013, 
159 cases in 2015 and 253 cases in 2017. It’s a matching that (included 
new and renewal contract). Bureau of Housing and Architecture: 2018.

Analysis of Shared Life between the Elderly and the Young at 
Homeshare in Seoul based on Case Studies

Kuee-Sook Suh
Professor, Department of Interior Architecture, Soongsil University, Seoul, South Korea

https://doi.org/10.5659/AIKAR.2020.22.3.97

Abstract The Homeshare Program was promoted to solve the housing problems of the elderly and the young by the Seoul 
City in 2012. The elderly can provide spare rooms in their homes for the young at low rental fees, and the young can 
provide daily services to the elderly, cooperating with each other for better housing and life. The aim of this research is to 
find out how the participants use the shared space and what kinds of activities are shared in homeshare. This research uses 
case studies, which interviews 10 cases of homeshare in Seoul. The contents of the research are investigated shared spaces 
of the elderly, and analyzed contents of interaction lives in shared spaces. The elderly experience loneliness while living 
alone, and having someone to live with gives them comfort and a sense of security, and this is one motive for participating 
in homeshare. The elderly and the young share many equipment and shared activities and interactions in shared space. 
The homeshare program makes it possible for the elderly to aging in place and have interactive relationships with different 
generations. Therefore, homeshare may the formation of a new family, and new dwelling utilizing the elderly’s house.

Keywords: homeshare, the elderly, the young, share life, interaction with generations 

Corresponding Author : Kuee-Sook Suh
Department of Interior Architecture, Soongsil University, 369 
Sangdo-Ro, Dongjak-Gu, Seoul, South Korea

e-mail : kss@ssu.ac.kr

This research is modified and extend of the thesis presented at UIA in 
2017.9. This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the 
Republic of Korea and National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF-
2015S1A5A2A03049836)

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License (http://
creativecommons. org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/) which permits unrestricted 
non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, 
provided the original work is properly cited. 

ARCHITECTURAL RESEARCH, Vol. 22, No. 3(September 2020). pp.97-104



98 Kuee-Sook Suh

Fig1. 16Gu-districts Implemented the Homeshare in Seoul, Korea (2017.4)     

This research is based on actual case studies of homeshare 
program participants, and various interviews were done with 

the elderly and the young involved. Statistics on shared spaces 
and interactions were studied in order to vitalize the homeshare 
project. 

2. RESEARCH METHODS AND CONTENTS 

The Homeshare is a program that is run by Seoul Metropolitan 
City as a means of experiencing ‘Intergenerational Empathy 
under One Roof ’.  The positive responses to the survey 
conducted in the present study were limited, and thus the scope 
of successful investigation was also limited. A total of 10 cases 
in the 6 districts of Seoul City were therefore selected as subjects 
for the present study.

To extract and analysis the concrete aspects of the lives of the 
elderly and the young in the living environment of ‘Homeshare’, 
the survey, which employed direct in-depth interviews with 
the subjects, was carried out to listen to and analyse the stories 
of the subjects who participated in each interview, to evince 
content that was unable to be determined by conventional 
socio-statistical or sociodemographic surveys. Interviews with 
the subjects, selected for the study, were employed in studies 
exploiting analysis of the narratives (Kim. et al., 2018b) as a 

Table 1. An example of In-depth Interview and space of the case F 

Case F :  the elderly (F) 71  /  the young (F) 19 ∙ student

【the Sharing of Life of the Elderly】

-  “ Sometimes I would hear, “Grandma, I’m home!”, when I am in the kitchen, or “Hello grandma how it has been?”, when I return home from 
outside ….the young are so amicable.” 

-  “As I am a good hearted-person, I would like to give them whatever I have. Though, I can’t give if I don’t have any stuff. They would always greet 
me with, “…“Hi grandma!..”, every time that I returned home. I guess the young are gentle and nice ….

-  “ I do (watch TV) when we come together at the table (for a meal), otherwise I don’t. I do not have time to watch TV, except for the time when I 
having a meal …” 

-  “ I (would) ask for help.” “Eun-ji, would you let me know how to use this personal computer? Then she would explain me on how to operate the 
personal computer”.. she would even teach me those unfound functions on my mobile phone ….  
I am satisfied with that …” 

- (Did she bring tableware of her own?) “No, I told her that she may use the tableware here. …”
- (What are the items you share together?) “Refrigerator, gas cooktop, rice cooker, tableware, cooking oil, spice, soybean sauce, etc.…”

【the Sharing of Life of the Young】

-  “ I usually have a mealtime with grandma at weekends … mostly for 
breakfast.” 

-  (Do you ever talk or do something with grandma? ) “I do …,I do while 
I am having a meal…” 

- “ At first, grandma said that she wouldn’t prepare the meal for me … 
And now, she has changed … she prepares the meal for me …” 

- “ Yes, sometimes … she asks me to buy milk on my way home …  
or batteries at discounted price at Daiso shop located near school.  she 
would say, “Eun-ji, please check the battery, and buy me one battery 
packet at Daiso shop …”

      

                 Living                               Kitchen                            Dining
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means of understanding human experience, expressed in stories 
that are unravelled as time goes by.

Through the stories of the experience of the elderly and the 
young who were not related by blood ties, and who jointly 
participated in the Homrshare program, in which they shared 
common space, the methodology of study that capable of 
analysing the sharing of respective living spaces of participants 
could be differentiated. The sharing of space and interchange 
of lives focused on the sharing of living of the elderly and the 
young were explicated in the forms of narratives, for which the 
separate spaces in the residence were used for the inducement of 
free talking away from interpersonal interference.

Every interview was recorded and scripted correspondingly, 
and the scripts were reinterpreted according to the respective 
subjects in stories of conversation, which were used as a database 
of the study developed for the subse-quent analysis.

Aspects of the sharing of living were observed by researchers’ 
visiting the residences of the elderly, where the actual measurements 
and photographs of residences were taken, and the drawing of each 
residence was prepared for the summarisation of pertinent data.

The surveys were done during from February to May in 2016, 
and additional photos were taken during from April to May in 
2017. Followings are the contents of the research:

(1)  To analyze the general characteristics and motivation home 
sharing of the elderly and the young.

(2)  To analyze the usage of shared spaces and private spaces in 
homeshare.

(3)  To analyze the shared activities and the extent of 
interactions between the elderly and the young in shared 
spaces.

3. ANALYSES OF SHARED SPACE AND LIFE IN
 HOMESHARE CASE STUDIES

3.1 General Characteristics and Motives of 
Homeshare Residents

Interview results of homeshare case studies are shown in 
<Table 2>.  Most of the home providers are females in their 70s 
and single except one case (case D-couple). 

This shows the typical cases of the elderly living alone. Most of 
the elderly are retired, but some (case H) work at a career or as 
volunteers, or they babysit children in the same apartment block 
(case J). This shows some elderly people can do small tasks and 
be satisfied.

Housing styles are apartments, multi-family houses, and 
studios. Free-standing houses are not included in this survey. 

Table 2. Characteristics of Participants in Homeshare

Case

Elderly Young Contract

Sex (Age) Job Household 
type

Housing 
type

Residence 
period 
(year)

The 
number of 

room

Experience of
living together/

With whom
Sex (age) Job

Experience 
of living 

together/type

HS* 
start

Period 
(mths.)

Rent 
(KRW)

A F
(72) Nothing Single Apt. 15 3 No experience F

(26) Worker No experience 2015.08 6 300,000

B F
(75) Nothing Single Apt. 18 3 Experienced/

Granddaughter
F

(23) Student

Experienced/
Live apart 
from her 
family, 

dormitory

2015.12 6 350,000

C F
(75) Nothing Single Apt. 20 3 Experienced/

Student(F)
M

(23) Student Experienced/
Dormitory 2016.03 6 200,000

D F
(72) Nothing Couple Apt. 2 4 Experienced/

Homestay
M 

(20) Student Experienced/
Dormitory 2015.02 6 350,000

E F
(69) Nothing Single Studio 6 2 Experienced/

Student(M)
F

(21) Student Experienced/
Dormitory 2015.09 12 250,000

F F
(69) Nothing Single Apt. 25 3 Experienced/

Student(F)
F

(22) Student Experienced/
Dormitory 2016.03 6 250,000

G F
(74) Nothing Single Apt. 6 4 No experience F

(21) Student

Experienced/
Live apart 
from her 
family,  

dormitory

2015.05 6 250,000

H F
(73)

Works as 
nursing

Care 
volunteer

Single
Multi-
family 
house

28 3 Experienced/
Student(M)

Y1: F
(21) Student No experience

2016.02 6 200,000
Y2: F
(21) Student No experience

I F
(78) nothing Single

Multi-
family 
house

20 3 Experienced/
Elderly

F
(22)

Non
Student

Experienced/
Dormitory 2015.02 6 250,000

J F
(71)

Child 
carer Single Apt. 20 4

Experienced/
Elderly, 

Student(F)

F 
(19) Student Experienced/

Dormitory 2016.02 12 300,000

HS : Homeshare, 
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Many elderly people own their residences. The shortest period 
of ownership was 2 years, and longest was 25 years, showing 
that many older people tend to live in the same place for long 
periods.

Besides the private room of the elderly resident, the elderly in 
this research has extra 1 to 3 spare rooms which are available 
to let to the young. This is the basic condition and character in 
a homeshare environment. Most the elderly in the survey had 
previous homeshare experiences. The young in homeshare 
were relatives (case B), university students (case E & H) paying 
a monthly room rate, and others (case C, F, & J). Rarely, a room 
was let to a foreigner for a short period (case D), and a room 
was shared with elderly tenants at monthly room rates (case I & 
J). There were various tenants, and this shows that the elderly 
accept diversity live with others, and this is a positive influence 
in the homeshare program.

The young home sharers are university students, with the 
exception of the person in case A, and the students had previous 
experiences of sharing living quarters with friends or living in 
dormitories. In case G, the young lived in a dormitory and later 
lived other places paying monthly rent where the owner was 
elderly, so the young already had an experience similar to the 
homeshare lifestyle.

The homeshare contract between the elderly and the young 
is for a period of 6 months or 1 year, and the students tend to 
extend the contract after each school semester. But from the 
point of view of the elderly, longer contract periods can be 
inconvenient because the elderly might not like the characters or 
preferences of the student. The sustainability of homeshare can 
be difficult in such cases.

Motivation to participating in homeshare are as follows <Fig. 
2>. Many of the elderly earn a small income through homeshare 
with the students, and this is good financial assistance to 
the elderly. For the elderly, the most common motive for 
participating in homeshare is to alleviate loneliness. The elderly 
in case E talked about the fear of dying while living alone and 
indicated that living with someone else provided a little comfort. 
In case H, the adult children of the elderly were worried about 
their lone parent, and that worry provides another motive for 
homeshare. The elderly who do not live with family find comfort 
and security in living with someone else under one roof, and 
this is one of the key reasons for doing homeshare. Furthermore, 
some of the elderly feel that renting out rooms to students at low 
rates is an excellent way of supporting students (case D & J).

As for the young, the most common motivation to enter 
homeshare is the low room rental fee. Homeshare can solve the 
problem of high rents and financial difficulties. 

As rental income can be a financial aid to the elderly, monetary 
factors are the same common motives for both sides. The young 
can also find the comfort of family life through homeshare. This 
can be seen in cases E, F, H & J, in which students’ parents permit 
their children in homeshare with the elderly. Another motive is 
found in the nearness of workplaces or universities. Not being 
admitted to university dormitory is another reason of choosing 
homeshare in other case.

<The Elderly>                                                                           <The Young>

Fig.2. Motive of Participating in Homeshare

In one case, a young person chooses to homeshare to avoid 
loneliness. This is seeking positive life of homeshare outweighs 
negative aspects of the generation gap. The reason is similar to 
that of the solitary elderly. There are differences in generation, 
but the importance of building a situation like family like life 
can be seen in this case.

3.2 Shared Living Spaces in Homeshare
<Fig. 3> that the private spaces and shared spaces are separated 

clearly. The elderly and the young have their bedrooms as their 
private spaces, but the living room, kitchen, bath, entrance, 
utility room, and balcony are used as shared spaces. The ensuite 
is used by the elderly, whereas main bath is shared by the elderly 
and the young. An extra bedroom is shared by both as a storage 
room (case E, F & I).

The survey shows that even though the elderly rents the extra 
room to the young, except for the private bedrooms, most 
common spaces are shared by the elderly and the young, which 
means they both share communal space more like a family 
environment.

3.3 Shared Utilities in Shared Spaces
Besides sharing space, facilities and necessities in the home are 

also shared by the elderly and the young <Fig. 5>. Desk, chair, and 
wardrobe are furnished in the young person’s  private  bedroom
(cases A, D & G), and the young brings his or her own stuff when 
moving in (cases B, E, F, H & J). Particularly in case C shows, the 
Gu-office provided a desk, chair, hangers, etc. Beddings and linens 
are mostly privately owned, but in cases C & I, the elderly let the 
young to use these items freely.

The elderly owner’s TV and sofa set are shared in the common 
space of the living room, and the young freely use the wireless 
router. In case H, the 2 young are using the elderly owner’s 
gymnastic equipment. 

In the kitchen, most of the elderly owner’s kitchen equipment, such as 
fridge, gas range, microwave oven, etc., are freely shared with the young. 
In a homeshare environment, the young basically has the private 
use of one room, so if the young brings his or her own stuff, there is 
not much space in which to put it. Therefore in common spaces, 
the elderly is usually open minded about the use of space. Especially 
when sharing the refrigerator, compartments are usually separated 
between two users so that their own foods are not shared. The 
elderly considers the situation carefully to avoid any confusion.
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 : private space of the elderly,    : private space of the young

Fig.3. Private and Shared Spaces in Homeshare (Advanced from Source : Suh, et al. 2017, p.3 & Kim, et al 2018a, p.367)
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             Refrigerator <Case J>                Bath <Case D>

Fig.4. Facilities Place in Shared Space

                  <N=10>

Fig. 5. Shared Things of the Elderly-the Young

The young can bring in their own kitchen utensils and stuff 
and place them beside the owner’s stuff (cases E, G, H, I & J), or  
the young can freely use the elderly owner’s utensils and stuff 
(cases A, B, C & F). Most kitchen electrical appliances are shared,

but small kitchen utensils and items are privately owned and 
used. In one case those small items are partly owned and used or 
completely shared. 

Bathroom items in the shared bathroom are privately owned 
and used by both parties, due to hygiene matters and to avoid 
any possible conflicts. The elderly arranges space for the young 
to use. The elderly person’s toilet paper is shared with the young 
in many cases, whereas the elderly and the young buy toilet 
paper alternately in cases E & F.

The utility room and balcony are shared spaces used for 
laundry. The elderly’s washing machine and dryer are shared 
with the young. Laundry detergents are bought and used 
by separately by each party, or the young shares the elderly’s 
detergent.

The number code or the key to the entrance door are shared 
between the elderly and the young. It is a matter of security, but, 
still both parties trust each other like family members for the 
comfort and security of a shared life. The thoughtful elderly also 
considers and designates space in the shoe cabinet for the young. 
This careful consideration is noticed in most cases.

The placement and usage of those facilities means having a 
private space in a shared space. In some cases, the young have 
their own meals at the university, or they dine out, but in many 
cases each of them prepares their own meals. In case C & G, the 
elderly prepare meals that are shared with the young. Especially, 
rice is usually shared, since the elderly think of the young like 
their own grandsons or granddaughters.

Apart from the private space, the whole place belongs to the 
elderly, but the elderly lets the young use the common space and 
other utensils and facilities freely.

Fig.6. Shared Things of the Elderly-the Young (Left) and
         Major Interactions in Shared Space (Right)

3.4 Shred Activities and Interaction 
The survey results on shared lives of the elderly and the young 

are shown in <Table 3>. The usage of shared space is living room 
> kitchen > utility room > balcony > bath > entrance. As shown 
in <Fig. 6>, the living room is the most common space. This 
means the living room is important as a communal space.

In all cases, the young person greets the elderly when leaving 
and coming home. Greetings, in and out of home, are considered 
good manners among Koreans, and the elderly gets a positive 
feeling and favors the young in this regard.

Surveys were done on the topics of conversation. The elderly 
talk about family and daily life, whereas the young talk about school, 
family, and friends. They interact through conversation.

The next interaction is in the form of having meals. There are 
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Table 3.  Ratio of Shared Activities and Interacting Daily Life

 Space  Shared Activities 1 2 3 4 5

Daily 
life

Living 
room

talking ◎

watching TV ◎ □ □+◎

greeting ◎

cleaning(shared 
space) ▨ ◎

learn how to use cell 
phone ◎

learn computing/
internet ◎

tidying up washing ▨ △ ◎ □ □+◎

hand massage ◎

Kitchen

have meal together ◎ □ □+◎

cook together ▨ △ □ □+◎

cooking rice ▨

dish washing ▨ △ □

preparing breakfast ▨

Bath cleaning ▨ △ ◎ □+◎

Utility 
room, 

Balcony

laundry ▨ △ ◎ □ □+◎

drying ▨ △ ◎ □ □+◎

separate wastes ▨ △

taking out trash ▨

Ent. Receiving delivery ◎

Others

shopping ◎

errand ◎

looking after when 
sick ◎

phone call, message ▨ ◎

helping homework ◎

1: Totally by the elderly (▨)
2: Mostly by the elderly and partly by the young (△)
3: Together (◎), 4: Separately (□), 5: Together & separately (□+◎)

no homeshare rules about having meals together. In cases A, 
I & J, the elderly and the young share dinners or weekend meals, 
whereasTable 3.  Ratio of Shared Activities and Interacting Daily Life
in other cases, meals are taken separately or if the times match 
they share it. The survey shows that the elderly and the young 
can’t eat together because they have different meal times.

Watching TV is done in the living room. The young joins 
the elderly in watching TV, or the elderly permits the young to 
watch TV alone while the elderly sleeps.

The young phones or send messages to the elderly in the case 
of coming home late or sleeping over somewhere. By doing 
this, the young matter of courtesy and relieves the elderly of 
unnecessary worry.

In many cases, the elderly asks the young to teach them how 
to use a cell phone. The elderly has difficulties in mastering cell 
phone instructions, and when family members are not available, 
they tend to rely on the young.

Washing and folding laundry constitute one of the main 
interactions. While doing laundry, they both ask each other for 
laundry. Washing machine is shared the two parties and it means 

that they don’t mind mixing each other’s washing. Also, they 
both fold and tidy up laundry together, giving consideration to 
each other.

In the homeshare program, the elderly lives together with the 
young, and they have interactive lives together, which creates 
the feeling of family life. This is the intention of the homeshare 
program, and this kind of non-blood related relationship can 
be the ultimate interactive life and can help people overcome 
differences in thinking caused by the generation gap.

4. CONCLUSION

4.1 Regarding Homeshare Living between the Elderly 
and the Young

It is difficult to point out the general characteristics of the 
homeshare program, since this research does not contain many 
of case studies, but the following can be defined:

(1)  The homeshare program is generally popular among those 
in apartments or multi-living housing complexes, rather 
than in free-standing houses.

(2)  Elderly participants in the homeshare program usually live 
alone and are female.

(3)  These elderly feel loneliness while living alone, and 
having someone to live with under same roof gives them 
comfort and a sense of security, and this is one motive for 
participating in the homeshare program. For the young, 
the financial advantage of low rent is the major reason for 
participating in the homeshare program. A new direction 
is needed for homeshare, considering the different 
motivations for participation in the two parties.

4.2 Particulars of Shared Living in Homeshare
(1)  Apart from their private bedrooms, the elderly and the 

young share the rest of the living space. Keeping their 
own private spaces, both consider each other’s lives with 
respect. The elderly does not just rent out a room but shares 
living space to provide the young with a comfortable living 
environment.

(2)  The elderly and the young share many items in the shared 
spaces. Besides the young person’s own items, such as 
utensils and food, many items, such as furniture, kitchen 
utensils, and electrical items are shared. Especially, they are 
wise to designate their own spaces in using the refrigerator. 
Since there is a wide variety of stuff and utilities shared, it 
may be necessary to propose house rules in this regard.

(3)  Under one roof, the elderly and the young share many 
interactions, such as greetings, conversations, watching 
TV together, and having meals in the shared space. The 
young person’s busy university life prevents him or her 
from spending much time with the elderly, but alleviating 
the loneliness of the elderly, who in turn is sharing life 
with the young can be considered an interaction between 
generations.
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4.3 Possibilities of Vitalization of Homeshare with the 
Elderly’s Home

In the later years of one’s life, when many of one’s own blood 
relatives have passed on or moved away, an elderly couple 
or surviving spouse is left alone in their own homes. The 
homeshare program makes it possible for them to continue 
living in aging place, sustaining their homes and keeping its 
value increase as an asset. Additionally, the elderly can increase 
their social activity by sharing their lives with unrelated young 
people and widening the social networks, creating interactive 
relationships between different generations. It means that 
homeshare may signify the formation of a new family and new 
dwelling system utilizing the elderly’s house.
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