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Abstract 
The nation is currently deeply dissatisfied with the corruption of power. The incumbent government 

promised to create a fair society without fouls and privileges. However, the public is deeply distrusted by the 
prosecution's investigation of the justice minister. Korean society has very low national integrity due to 
corruption in public offices. In the past, corruption in public offices was mostly corruption in the form of 
livelihood, but it has now turned into corruption in power. This paper looks into the concept and theory of 
corruption in public office and tries to find alternatives. 
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1. Introduction 
 

The police should do their duty to maintain the order of the nation's security and prevent and prevent crime 
threats from local residents. If the police fall, the country collapses. In 1948, the Syngman Rhee government 
took over the National Police Command after failing to clean up the remnants of the torture police. From then 
on, a second-degree security officer in the interior minister's office was placed under it. The National Police 
Agency established Oct. 21 as "Police Day" when it enacted a regulation on the anniversary under a 1973 
presidential decree. The establishment of the Security Headquarters in 1974 and the National Police Agency 
in 1991 marked a new turning point for the police.  

Police stressed the "nationality of the people" and expressed their aspirations to repeat police activities as 
"people-centered But the nation's police are getting as much trouble and error from the people as they have in 
history. First of all, the police are being prevented from carrying out legitimate public executions. Human 
rights abuses against police officers, such as using violence against police officers, spitting, throwing 
pickpockets, and swearing at police officers on streets and police stations, are hard to describe in words. 
Foreigners are also reportedly refusing to comply with the police force's exercise of public authority because 
it is known that the police that respect human rights in the world are the Korean police. The price of non-
compliance in the execution of official duties is also poor. In January in Daejeon, a drunken young man slapped 
a police officer and slapped him with a sharp blow, which the court fined him 2 million won. In the United 
States, assaulting a police officer carries a prison sentence. For example, California sentenced a man to seven 
years in prison for kicking and pushing a police officer. Japan also sentenced a man in his 40s to seven months 
in prison for wielding a stick at a police officer.  

Where did this originate? Perhaps the self-help culture of the police organization, which seeks to dilute 
criticism of the police's past centralized and bureaucratic police culture, also plays a part. The bigger problem, 
however, is that political power derided the police and wielded its authority to appoint personnel at will.  
Rather than being loyal to the regime, he should show a police minister who serves the people, but I believe 
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that he stuck to political power and flattery. Now we have to innovate on this kind of red tape. They call for 
the police's right to investigate, the police agency's promotion to the police department (ministerial level), 
strong disciplinary action against unqualified police officers, strengthening education for police officers, and 
active use of police weapons against offenders. The police will now have to fulfill their duty as a just 
democratic police. Police scientists Cohen and Feldberg argued that the desired direction of the democratic 
police was created by the needs of society as a whole, and therefore a first of all, a fair approach to law 
enforcement is needed. They say they should not provide favoritism to biased police services or friends or 
colleagues. Second, the police want strict law enforcement, exercise of public power for the public good, 
comply with due process without corruption and exercise the minimum public authority necessary to secure 
public trust. Third, we must strive and cooperate to protect the safety of the people's lives and property. 
Externally, the government should cooperate with the prosecution and the National Assembly. The prosecution 
should cooperate with each other to indict and the National Assembly to revise and abolish the law. Fourth, 
the police should carry out police work for the entire people, not for a part of society. Police officers' individual 
prejudices, preference for prejudice, emotional intervention, and indifference and cynical attitudes should all 
be banned. On the occasion of the National Police Day, the police should also be reformed further to become 
a police agency for the people and a police agency for the people. The government, the National Assembly, 
the media and civic groups also believe that they need to cooperate to provide attention and support. I look 
forward to playing the role of police once again as a guard for the nation's safety and social[1]  
  
 
2. Definition of Corruption  
 
1) Public-Office-Centered Definitions 
 

Definitions of corruption that relate most essentially to the concept of the public office and to deviations 
from norms binding upon its incumbents are well illustrated in the work of three authors-David H. Bayley, G. 
Myrdal, and J.S. Nye- who have concerned themselves with the problems of development in various continents. 
Corruption, while being tied particularly to the act of bribery, is a general term covering misuse of authority 
as result of considerations of personal gain, which need not be monetary. 
Examining the wording of American statures relating to bribery, Lowenstein (handbook, 1990) finds that one 
of five elements generally mentioned, that relating to the involvement of a public official, is least ambiguous. 
More open to interpretation are conditions that 
The defendant must have a corrupt intent: 
That benefits of value must accrue to the public official; 
That there must be a relationship between the thing of value and official act; and. 
That the relationship must involve the intent to influence or be influenced in the carrying out of an official act. 
J.S. Nye (chapter 17) defines corruption as 
…behavior which deviates from the normal duties of a public role because of private-regarding (family, close 
private clique), pecuniary or status gains, or violates rules against the exercise of certain types of private-
regarding influence. This includes such behavior as bribery (use if reward to pervert the judgement of a person 
in a position of trust); nepotism (bestowal of patronage by reason of ascriptive relationship rather than merit); 
and misappropriation (illegal appropriation of public resources for private-regarding uses). [2]  
 
 
2) Market-Centered Definitions 
 
Definitions in terms of the theory of the market have been developed particularly by those authors dealing with 
earlier Western and contemporary non-Western societies, in which the norms governing public officeholders 
are not clearly articulated or are nonexistent. Thus Van Klaveren (chapter 5) states that 
A corrupt civil servant regards his public office as a business, the income of which he will…seek to maximize. 
The office then becomes a-maximizing unit.” The size of his income depends …upon the market situation 
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and his talents for finding the point of maximal gain on the public´s demand curve. 
Also pertinent is the statement by Nathaniel Leff (chapter 18). 
Corruption is an extra-legal institution used by individuals or groups to gain influence over the actions of the 
bureaucracy. As such the existence of corruption perse indicates only that these groups participate in the 
decision- making process to a greater extent that would otherwise be the case. [3]  
 
 
3) Public-Interest-Centered Definitions  
 
Some writers feel that the first set of definitions is too narrowly conceived and the second set too broadly 
conceived. They tend to maintain that the embattled concept of “public interest” is not only still useful but 
necessary to illustrate the essence of concepts like corruption. Carl Friedrich, for instance contends that the 
pattern of corruption can be said to exist whenever a powerholder who is charged with doing certain things, 
i.e., who is a responsible functionary or office-holder, is by monetary or other rewards not legally provided 
for, induced to take actions which favor whoever provides the rewards and thereby does damage to the public 
and its interests. Since the concept of the public interest is open to broad interpretation, it has been suggested 
that determination of whether a political policy-influencing action is or is not corrupt will depend on the 
observer's judgment as to whether a particular policy is or is not desirable. [4]  
 
 
3. Result and Discussion 
 
According to Kim Taek's study on citizen awareness of police corruption, the following is the case , [1] .  
 

table3-1. police corruption index by legal and lesislative factors 
 

hypothesis  Variables  
B 

 
S.E 

 
Beta 

 
t 

 
p 

 constance 3.48 0.50  6.86 0.000*** 

hypothesis1 Control of corruption 0.00 0.09 0.00 0.08 0.931 

hypothesis 2 discretion 0.07 0.08 0.05 0.92 0.357 

hypothesis 3 sanction -0.14 0.10 -0.08 -1.42 0.156 

hypothesis 4 Transparency of personnel 0.07 0.14 0.03 0.56 0.576 

(R²)  
0.010 

(Adj. R²)  
-0.004 

 
(N) 296 
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(F) 0.708 

 
(p -value) 0.587 

 
 
To analyze the relevance between legal and institutional factors and corruption awareness among citizens, this 
study set the hypothesis 1 that "the more police officers who recognize the possibility of corruption control, 
the less likely it will be to corruption." and the hypothesis 2 that "the more discretionary police officers who 
think they have, the more likely they will be to be corrupt." It also set up the hypothesis "the less likely a 
policeman is to be corrupt, the less likely he or she is to be punished," and the more likely it will be to be 
corrupt. In this study, the following research results were obtained by conducting multiple regression to verify 
hypothesis 1, hypothesis 2, hypothesis 3 and hypothesis 4 among citizens. An empirical analysis of this study 
was conducted by including variables such as possible corruption control, discretion, police punishment level, 
and personnel transparency as sub-variates of legal and institutional factors into the research model. 
An analysis of the impact of legal and institutional factors on the perception of corruption shows that the 
possibility of corruption control, discretion, level of police punishment and transparency in personnel 
management are less relevant to the perception of corruption. According to the analysis results, the possibility 
of corruption control, discretion, level of police punishment, and transparency in personnel management did 
not seem to have had any significant impact on the perception of corruption. The regression model, which 
analyzes the influence of legal and institutional factors on the perception of corruption, has been validated as 
not statistically significant. [6] 
What these findings mean is that citizens appear to have a relatively low correlation between the legal and 
institutional factors of police officers and their perception of corruption. Therefore, hypothesis 1, hypothesis 
2, hypothesis 3 and hypothesis 4 were all rejected[7]. 
 
4. Conclusion  
 

What should be done to establish public ethics? First, inspection, punishment and disciplinary action should 
be strictly imposed. It is important for the heads of state agencies to take the position that they will take 
disciplinary action even if they receive 1,000 won. Singapore's former Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew created 
and implemented strong laws and systems to fight corruption. The National Bureau of Anti-Corruption and 
Investigation (CPIB) is established to impose arrest and detention, without a warrant, if corruption occurs at 
any time and place. It is a country where Stick Sanction(Taehyung) still lives. Second, personnel innovation is 
needed. A personnel system that guarantees a retirement age cannot eradicate corruption. If there is no 
suspected corruption or performance in the job, it should be allowed to go astray. Third, mental education or 
education training for public officials is important. A formal and ceremonial education, not a formal and 
ceremonial one, should be established and implemented by creating an education system that will embody 
moral values and strengthen integrity education. Finally, the law should be revised to strictly punish ordinary 
people and businessmen who give bribes. A system where only those who give and receive are caught does 
not reduce corruption. The law and the system should be changed to make those who give bribes lose their 
jobs. 
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